The /Esthetic Emotion in a Child. 

By Professor Luigi. Ferri. 

( Translated by Ada Heather Bigg,). 


In talking to children ot three and tour years old, vve often 
use, and they as often repeat, the words “ pretty,” “ beautiful.” 
For the most part, however, it is easy to see that they either 
fail to apply the words properly, or that the application, when 
appropriate, is not understood. At the best, the words are 
simply associated with the sensations which accompany or 
precede the aesthetic sense. This is scarcely to be wondered 
at when we remember that the aesthetic sense depends upon 
conceptions and judgments, which involve a certain stage of 
experience and reflection, and are slowly formed. 
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and who, not less than other children, constantly hears assertions 
like the following: “This or that part of the given object 
is too big or too small.” 


On the other hand, we must exclude from the sphere of her 
esthetic judgments all those cases in which her affections are 
involved, since when her mother is in question she refuses to 
lecognise any distinctions — her mother is not only good and 
beautiful, but better and more beautiful than all the other 
women she knows, with reference to whom we try to elicit 
an aesthetic judgment. 

The difference between the condition of an object, which 
though not beautiful in itself is furnished with some ornament, 
a nd the condition of the same object deprived of all ornamenta- 
tion, is capable of suggesting a judgment to her, in which she 
joins the beautiful to the presence of the ornament and severs 
A from a naked uniformity. In our house in two adjoining 
rooms hang a. couple of lamps of similar shape, and almost 
similar size. Asked to say which of the two she preferred, she 
placed first the ornamented one. 

Trom the age of two (and I fancy this is pretty usual) she 
w °uld indulge in cries of joy at the finest and most varied parts 
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S , singularly, and her ejaculations were most stro„ gly 
acc lted at the moment when a certain number of rockets 
having biased across the skies fell to earth in a feathery shower 
„f fiery globules of varied and contrasting colour. 

Here however, the processes involved in the esthetic 
judgment were not yet present, or if present not palpably so 
—the faculties of abstraction, comparison, and judgment had 
not yet been exercised and perfected sufficiently to give rise to 
that intuition of the relations between unity and multiplicity, 
the parts and the whole of a determinate reality, through which 
fitness, harmony, and proportion become so many aspects of the 
beautiful. 

At the point where Betty now is, however, intelligence has 
reached that stage of development where these relations can be 
apprehended in concrete cases, assimilated to other instances 
of the same kind, and can so lead up to an order of more 
generalised reflections, in which these various aspects of the 
aesthetic judgment get united by one common link. 
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failed to strike her and she still remained indi'fflen, e"ven Yen 
her attent.on was directed to it. Yet she has seen many trees 
and, as the foregoing pages prove, is not insensible to regularity 
and harmony of form. The fact is, however, that in order to 
receive a due impression of the beautiful, it does not suffice to 
be capable of forming the aesthetic judgment which a given 
o ject suggests. It is essential, also, that no unpleasing 
sensation should clash with the aesthetic impression. 

Now in the case under consideration there was just this 
undesirable clashing, for, from the spot on which Betty was 
standing, it was only with difficulty she could see the top of 
this particular tree. She had to throw her head back and 
almost force herself to take in an object too large for her 
immediate apprehension, and for the unity required by the 
-Esthetic intuition. 


Ignoring the tree then, she stooped down and picked up 
a fi agile little twig, which, with its tiny branches and its 
t>ossamer leaves, seemed to be a pigmy tree suited for the 
garden of her doll. “ I like this,” she said, and in effect it 
was graceful and elegant in its diminutiveness. 

Betty, in her power of feeling and estimating thc beautiful, 
muc h surpasses her sister of four and a-half. Klena lias the 
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which is withered and old. Shown two roses, one with the rich 
crimson of its closely-folded leaves contrasting with the vivid 
arccn of its outer sheath, the other overblown with brown-tipped 
petals faded and falling, she unhesitatingly chose the first as the 
one she liked best and thought beautiful. Further examples 
are unnecessary. These suffice to make plain a truth already 
dwelt upon by Monsieur Perez in his books “ Psychology of the 
Infant” and “Education from the Cradle.” The sense of the 
beautiful is preceded by the sense of the agreeable — in other 
words, by the pleasure of that which conforms to the regularity 
of the most familiar forms, and to the immediate consciousness 
of life. The feeling of the ugly has just the opposite set of 
facts for antecedents. But the agreeable and the repulsive, 
which aic sensible aspects of things conforming with or con- 
trary to the subjective conditions of our sensibility, remain in 
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finally by her mother's side"’ 

smee we had seen Dorothy when her T,h * Very day 
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ubble over the house, and, who knows, by and by, the 
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Two or three times already had the children put fresh 
ovvers into everything that would hold a flower. Pretty frocks 
an sweet faces, bright hair and bright eyes, had been ready 
ls ^ on S time to meet sister Dorothy. 

At last, a telegram from Dover — “ Home by five ” — and our 
•cstlessness subsided into a hush of expectation. 

The sound of wheels on the gravel, and we flew to the hall 
P° 0r and stood in two files, children and maids, Rover and 

I ° Ss ’ wa iting to welcome the child of the house. 1 hen, a 
°' e ly face, .glad to tears, looking out of a nest of furs ; then, 

II >ght leap, almost before the carriage drew up, and I had 
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